
Quotes in Support of the PROSPECT Act  

 

“The need for reliable, quality childcare presents a crisis for far too many working parents – a 

crisis that was only exacerbated by the pandemic, which caused a 10% loss of individual 

childcare providers. By actively promoting and funding public community colleges to provide 

affordable, accessible childcare, Senator Booker’s bill not only gives working parents a leg up in 

pursuing educational opportunities that help advance their careers, it also gives much-needed 

financial relief for families who often spend roughly 60 percent or more ensuring their preschool 

children have quality childcare. This legislation helps lay the groundwork for the major cultural 

shift we need in our care economy, promoting the idea that if we are committed to a fairer and 

more just society that works for everyone we must invest in our families, communities, and early 

childhood education workforce that help prepare our next generation” said Randi Weingarten, 

President of the American Federation of Teachers (AFT).  

 

"As child care resource and referral agencies, we have on-the-ground experience working with 

families to find and afford child care. In our work with child care providers, we see the 

difference that on site support can make to ensure that child care providers best promote the 

healthy development of children,” said Sister Donna Minster, President of Child Care Aware of 

New Jersey. “The PROSPECT Act will help fill multiple child care gaps – to expand the supply 

of infant and toddler care, to promote high-quality infant and toddler care, and to build an early 

educator workforce pipeline. Among the innovative ideas in the bill, we are excited to support 

potential CCR&R staffed family child care networks providing a hub of support for home-based 

providers who offer infant and toddler care. We are also excited about the potential opportunity 

to offer early childhood apprenticeships as another innovative way to both build the pipeline of 

early educators and also strengthen early childhood competencies among individuals working in 

child care." said Sister Donna Minster, President of the Child Care Aware of New Jersey 

(CCANJ).   
 

 “We are proud to support Senator Booker’s PROSPECT Act, which is critical legislation for 

expanding affordable and accessible child care for children and families,” said Indivar 

DuttaGupta, President and Executive Director of the Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP). 

“Meaningful action in building a diverse child care workforce is vital to communities and to 

children and families. And increased access to child care enables parents and caregivers to 

participate in educational opportunities for upward economic mobility” said Indi Dutta-Gupta, 

Executive Director of The Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP). “This legislation 

uplifts student-parents instead of saddling them with more debt. It also helps establish the 

foundation for a stable pipeline of diverse early childhood educators. We applaud Senator 

Booker for recognizing the importance of increasing child care access on college campuses, 

keeping more money in parents' pockets to address other essential needs for their family, and 

strengthening the workforce for infant and toddler care.”  

  

“As a former student parent, I vividly remember the struggle to find childcare for my three 

month-old daughter while juggling classes at the College of William & Mary. I founded 

Generation Hope in 2010 to ensure other young, parenting college students have the supports 

they need to thrive. As an organization, we advocate for two-generation policies because we 

know that accessible and affordable childcare is critical for student parent success. The 



PROSPECT Act is a prudent step forward as we develop more inclusive, family-friendly 

resources for student parents across the country. Especially given the economic uncertainties 

facing so many families today – from rising housing costs and inflation to the lingering impacts 

of COVID-19 – the PROSPECT Act is more timely than ever for our country” said Kristi 

Johns, Director of Policy & Research of Generation Hope.   

 

 “The National Black Child Development Institute (NBCDI) is proud to support and strongly 

applaud Senator Booker’s PROSPECT Act. The bill is an important step towards increasing 

access to affordable, high-quality childcare and addressing the growing need in our country for a 

well-prepared, qualified, and diverse childcare workforce — most of whom are Black parents 

themselves,” Dr. Leah Austin, President & CEO of NBCDI, said. Federal investments and 

policies supporting the earliest years can help build the roots of a healthy, equitable, and just 

society. Expanding access to childcare for infants and toddlers is central to our mission and 

commitment to serve Black children and families and a crucial component in promoting student 

parent success, advancing gender and racial equity, and laying the foundation for a more 

prosperous future for all children” said Dr. Leah Austin, President & CEO of National Black 

Child Development Institute (NBCDI).    

 

“Every student deserves the chance to improve their lives through education.  We talk about “life 

getting in the way,” and there’s no better example of that than student-parents who struggle to 

find good childcare so they can attend class.  Community colleges know this well.  The New 

Jersey Council of County Colleges is happy to support the PROSPECT Act to help student 

parents complete their programs of study and get jobs that pay enough to bring their families into 

the middle class.  We are grateful to Senator Booker for his leadership on this crucial issue that 

will make a difference for so many of our students” said Aaron Fichtner of the NJ County 

Colleges Council (NJCCC).  
  

 “The pandemic exacerbated the child care crisis, particularly for families of young children and 

the workforce that cares for them. Latino infants are a large and growing population group, and 

there is a continued imperative to ensure that we have a highly qualified and diverse workforce 

to provide young children a strong start in early education and life. The PROSPECT Act will 

support student-parents in their path to earn a college degree and achieve their career goals, and 

also help prepare and strengthen the pipeline of Latino early childhood educators,” said Amalia 

Chamorro, Director of Education Policy Project of UnidosUS.  
  

“Babies’ brains develop more rapidly in the first three years of life than at any other point in life, 

so it’s absolutely critical to invest in high-quality, affordable child care options for all 

Americans. Sen. Booker’s PROSPECT Act not only recognizes this importance, but by taking 

action to expand access to care for children of students at public community colleges and 

minority-serving institutions, it provides opportunities for babies and caregivers alike. 

Furthermore, by investing in the child care workforce in communities of color, low-income 

communities and communities that lack consistent care, this bill will help ensure that every child 

has a chance at a strong future. We at ZERO TO THREE wholeheartedly support this 

legislation” said Miriam Calderon, Chief Policy Officer of Zero to Three.  


